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May love and laughter May love and laughter 
light your days,light your days,

and warm your heartand warm your heart
and home .and home .

May good and faithful May good and faithful 
friends be yours,friends be yours,

wherever you may roam .wherever you may roam .
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Hodges Family Funeral Home is family owned and operated. 
We are dedicated to the goal of treating our families just as we

wish to be treated - with dignity, integrity, respect & personal care.
We value friendships and are committed to providing the

highest quality care for the most reasonable prices.

VA Services with Military Funeral
Mausoleums • Funeral Homes • Cemetery Gardens

EAST PASCO COUNTY’S ONLY 
ON-SIGHT CREMATORIAM

36327 State Road 54
Zephyrhills, FL 33541

(813) 788-6100

11441 US Highway 301
Dade City, FL 33525

(352) 567-6100

11531 Hwy 301
Dade City, FL 33525

(352) 567-5571

Three Locations to Serve You

Please stop by for a friendly conversation or just a cup of coffee.

Staff members of 
Hodges Family Funeral Home 

are caring and experienced 
professionals who understand 

that each family is unique 

and has personal requests
and traditions which are  

 of utmost importance 
to our staff of 

licensed funeral directors.
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(FWM), is published monthly reaching 
women from all walks of life, from en-
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Hillsborough, East and West Pasco, Polk 
and Pinellas Counties and surrounding 
areas in Central Florida. 
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or how to be featured in our magazine, 
contact our office by email or phone.
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localART&CULTURE
By Deborah Bostock-Kelley

Tampa, FL – For 25 years, Powerstories has been proud to produce 
and shine a light on powerful, true stories - topics that educate and make 
an impact. In 2020, during the first year of the pandemic, they launched 
the Voices of Women Theatre Festival to honor and celebrate the strength 
and resilience of women.

In celebration of Women's History Month, Powerstories Theatre is 
thrilled to announce the return of its annual Voices of Women Theatre Festi-
val from March 27-30, 2025, in collaboration with the University of South 
Florida (USF). Now in its fifth year, this festival continues to amplify the 
voices of women playwrights, showcasing a diverse lineup of plays from 
local and national women playwrights.

This year's festival promises an exciting mix of two full-length staged 
readings produced by Powerstories and a diverse selection of self-pro-
duced short plays. Powerstories takes pride in its focus on intersectional 
equity and amplifying underrepresented voices.

Student works developed in USF's playwriting class will also be fea-
tured in the festival lineup. Jenny Kokai, USF School of Theatre and Dance 
director, says," I can say that partnering with a professional theatre com-
pany gives USF students an amazing opportunity to develop their skills 
and talents in the theatre alongside professionals, better preparing them 
for their careers."

In the 2025 festival, Powerstories is also introducing an important new 
category this year: Women Playwrights Over 40. This initiative seeks to 

showcase this often-overlooked and underrepresented group of women 
whose voices deserve more attention.

The Powerstories-produced full-length staged readings are:
•Women Playwrights Over 40 - "Growth" by Erin K. Considine - Thurs-

day, March 27 at 7:30 PM.
•General - "Ama. Egg. Oyá." by Lori Felipe-Barkin - Sunday, March 30 

at 4:00 PM.

The self-produced short play selections will include:
•Friday, March 28 at 7:30 PM:
•Vette Berrian: "Please Don't Touch My Hair"
•Karen Campion: "Post It"
•Jenna Jane: "Villain"
•Dawn Truax: "Dancing Egrets"
•Saturday, March 29 at 7:30 PM:
•Allison Fradkin: "Checkerboard Chicks"
•Kandace James: "Little Black Kids Don't Go Outside"
•Whitney Jarrett: "Trouble on Georgia Ave"

Voices Of Women Theatre Festival

Powerstories Theatre and
 USF Partner For 5th Annual
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"We are honored to partner with USF 
for this incredible event," says Powerstories 
founder Fran Powers. "This festival is a testa-
ment to the strength and creativity of women 
playwrights, and we are excited to bring their 
stories to life on stage. Now more than ever, 
it's essential to lift their voices, especially in an 
industry where only 25% of playwrights are 
women. We're changing that statistic—one 
story at a time."

Tickets for individual events are available 
for $18, or patrons can grab the $49.99 
All-Access Festival Pass, which includes the 
opening night reception and an Encore re-
corded digital presentation following the 
festival. The festival is free for any active USF 
student, faculty, or staff.

In addition, Powerstories' new women's 
empowerment initiative, Speaking for Our 
liveS (SOS), will host a meet and greet for 
the playwrights, cast, and crew of the Voic-
es of Women Theatre Festival on March 11 at 
Shuffle (2612 N Tampa St). The event starts at 
6:30 PM, featuring storytelling, poetry, and 
karaoke, with performer registration starting 
at 6:00 PM.

Looking for a way to make a lasting im-
pact? Any woman can become a Voices of 

Women ChangemakHER and support the 
festival with many levels of sponsorship op-
portunities. This is a chance for women to help 
empower other women and uplift their stories.

"We're thrilled to partner with USF and 
provide a platform for women playwrights 
to share their plays," says Powerstories artis-
tic director Clareann Despain. "It reflects our 
commitment to championing women's stories, 
fostering creativity, and promoting diversity in 
the arts."

The festival is at the USF College of the 
Arts, School of Theatre and Dance, with per-
formances on March 27-30. For more infor-
mation about the festival and to purchase 
tickets, please visit www.powerstories.com/
vow-2025. USF students, faculty, and staff 
can email deb@powerstories for a code for 
free tickets. For details about ChangemakHER 
sponsorship opportunities, visit www.power-
stories.com/changemakhers-festival-spon-
sorship-2025. For information and to RSVP 
for SOS, visit www.powerstories.com/vow-
speaking-for-our-lives

USF's portion of the festival is funded en-
tirely through The Dishman Fund for Playwrit-
ing. No state funds from USF are supporting 
this project.
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