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Hodges Family Funeral Home is family owned and operated. 
We are dedicated to the goal of treating our families just as we

wish to be treated - with dignity, integrity, respect & personal care.
We value friendships and are committed to providing the

highest quality care for the most reasonable prices.

VA Services with Military Funeral
Mausoleums • Funeral Homes • Cemetery Gardens

EAST PASCO COUNTY’S ONLY 
ON-SIGHT CREMATORIAM

36327 State Road 54
Zephyrhills, FL 33541

(813) 788-6100

11441 US Highway 301
Dade City, FL 33525

(352) 567-6100

11531 Hwy 301
Dade City, FL 33525

(352) 567-5571

Three Locations to Serve You

Please stop by for a friendly conversation or just a cup of coffee.

Staff members of 
Hodges Family Funeral Home 

are caring and experienced 
professionals who understand 

that each family is unique 

and has personal requests
and traditions which are  

 of utmost importance 
to our staff of 

licensed funeral directors.
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By Deborah Bostock-Kelley

Dorelle Raphael Fishkin has carved out a niche in the floral industry with 
her innovative online company, Brides N Blooms, since 2000. Known for 

her creativity, dedication, and forward-thinking approach, she 
has transformed how people experience floral arrangements 

and event planning.
Raphael Fishkin’s journey into the floral world began 

with a simple yet profound love for flowers. Her passion 
for creating beautiful, memorable experiences led her 
to purchase Brides N Blooms when her partner retired, 
reinventing the company as not only a company 

specializing in wholesale flowers and floral supplies 
to the public but one that offers customized design. 
From weddings to corporate events, Raphael 
Fishkin’s vision was to make high-quality flowers 

accessible and affordable for everyone.
“I wanted to give people who didn’t have an 

extraordinary amount of money for a traditional 
florist the opportunity to do it themselves and still 

have beautiful flowers.”
Under Raphael Fishkin’s leadership, 

Brides N Blooms has  become synonymous 
with innovation and excellence, regularly 
recognized by Wedding Wire and The Knot’s 

“Best Of.”
A significant aspect of Brides N Blooms’ 

success is its direct-to-customer floral services. 
Raphael Fishkin’s company cuts out the go-
betweens, allowing customers to purchase 
flowers directly from the growers and ensuring 
that clients receive the freshest flowers possible 
at competitive prices. Brides N Blooms 
sources flowers from places such as Ecuador, 
Colombia, and Holland farms, providing a 
diverse and high-quality selection. 

For the do-it-yourself bride, Brides N 
Blooms offers customers the opportunity to 
choose from a wide range of flowers in a 
rainbow hue of colors, from roses, carnations, 
calla lilies, and tulips to exotic orchids, 
protea, heliconia, and birds of paradise, 
and everything in between. The flowers are 
shipped directly to the customer’s designated 
location, ensuring they arrive fresh and ready 
for any event. This model not only makes 
high-quality flowers more accessible but also 
allows customers to have a more hands-on 
approach to their floral arrangements.

Brides N Blooms Designs offers many 
design services to complement Brides N 
Blooms floral offerings, including custom 
bouquets, centerpieces, aisle décor, arches, 
and more. By leveraging their wholesale 
division, they can offer premium floral designs 
at modest prices, ensuring every bride can 
have the wedding flowers of her dreams 
without breaking the bank. Raphael Fishkin 
prides herself on creating unique, beautiful 

arrangements that reflect each 
client’s style and preferences by 
collaborating with her clients to 
bring their visions to life, offering 
personalized attention and 
creative expertise.

In addition to wholesale 
flowers and floral design, Raphael 
Fishkin’s most notable contribution 
is the “Party it Forward” initiative, which 
she started in 2014. This unique event 
series redefines bridal and party planning 
by combining style, sustainability, and 
exclusive vendor opportunities. The 
concept allows previous hosts to sell their 
no longer needed décor, promoting a 
cycle of reuse and recycling.

“We started Party it Forward to create 
a better version of bridal showcases,” 
Raphael Fishkin explains. “We took all 
the good things, removed the bad, and 
came up with the best version we could 
be proud of.” This initiative helps the environment and makes wedding 
planning more affordable and accessible to all budgets.

Raphael Fishkin’s commitment to sustainability is evident in every 
aspect of her business. The motto “Reuse, Recycle, Redesign” is at the core 
of Brides N Blooms’ operations. By encouraging the reuse of wedding 
décor and promoting eco-friendly practices, Raphael Fishkin ensures that 
her company not only meets the needs of its clients but also contributes 
positively to the environment.

Raphael Fishkin’s approach to business is deeply rooted in community 
and collaboration. She believes in offering her vendors fair pricing and 
exclusive opportunities, ensuring everyone benefits from the partnership. 
“It’s about fairness and exclusivity,” she emphasizes. “Our vendors are the 
sole business in their space, and we adjust pricing to make it fair for those 
who provide samples.”

As Brides N Blooms grows, Raphael Fishkin remains focused on her 
mission to innovate and inspire. Her dedication to quality, sustainability, 
and community has set a new standard in the floral industry, making her a 
true visionary and leader.

In a world where trends come and go, Raphael Fishkin’s commitment 
to excellence and her passion for flowers ensure that Brides N Blooms will 
continue to bloom for years to come.

Brides N Blooms is online and available by telephone or email 
Monday, 10 am-7 pm, Tuesday through Thursday, 10 am–9 pm, 
and 10 am-5 pm on Friday. Learn more by visiting www.
bridesnblooms.com.

lifestyles

Dorelle Raphael Fishkin's 
Blossoming Journey with Brides N Blooms
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By Deborah Bostock-Kelley 

In 2018, mother and daughter Karen Ferguson and Evan Potter, 
unfulfilled in their careers, decided to take a leap of faith and start their 
own event planning company. Amidst a whirlwind of suggestions and 
advice and no business plan, they relied solely on their shared passion 
and unwavering belief in their potential. 

This duo boldly embarked on a joint venture named PlanIT Events LLC. 
Their journey began with a simple idea: to bring joy to every event they 
touched. Despite the uncertainties of the pandemic happening as business 
began to swell, their determination and creativity quickly turned their dream 
into a thriving business, proving that sometimes, faith and hard work are all 
you need to succeed.

“We jumped into it, and before you knew it, we were getting busy, and 
we never took time to do a business plan,” says Ferguson. “Our business 
is built on relationships. Mostly, every client becomes a friend. It’s a great 
thing to be a part of people’s memories.”

Potter grew up in a household where Ferguson hosted the themed 
parties everyone wanted to attend. Whether it was a lavish birthday or 
an ordinary holiday on the calendar, Ferguson decorated and cooked 
incredible meals. 

“I loved doing it so much,” she says.
“Every holiday was celebrated extra; even if it were St. Patrick’s Day, 

my mom would leave gold coins from the Leprechauns. Everything was 
special; it made childhood magical, and I’m really happy to have those 
memories,” explains Potter.

Covering Central and South Florida, their full-service event planning 
company has made a name for itself by turning ordinary events into 
extraordinary experiences. PlanIT Events LLC ensures every detail is 
meticulously planned and flawlessly executed, from a birthday and 
corporate gathering to a wedding or intimate celebration of life.

Ferguson and Potter offer services tailored to each client’s unique 
needs. They provide full and partial planning options, so whether you need 
comprehensive planning from start to finish or help with specific aspects 
of your event, they’ve got you covered, ensuring a stress-free experience. 
Their expertise in creating themed parties and custom designs ensures that 
every event is unique and tailored to your preferences.

Ferguson mentions one particular client for whom PlanIT Events LLC 
hosted a bridal shower, wedding, and even a baby shower.

While the company started as event planning, through Potter taking 
professional online classes with “Blow It With Bex Academy” and YouTube 
tutorials, it evolved into a spectacular balloon design and event planning 
company. They received their catering license in the last two years and 
became completely full-service. 

One of the standout features of PlanIT Events LLC is its balloon and 

specialty party décor. Known for their elaborate balloon garlands and 
custom creations, they add a touch of whimsy and elegance to any event. 
From centerpieces and signs to balloon arches, their décor services make 
every occasion memorable.

Their catering services are equally impressive. 
As licensed caterers, they offer various culinary 
services, including custom menus, cocktail 
parties, buffet setups, and drop-off catering. 
Their personal chef services provide an 
intimate dining experience, perfect for 
impressing guests with gourmet meals. They 
take pride in delivering fresh, high-quality 
food for every event, accommodating 
dietary needs, and creating custom 
menus that delight the taste buds of even 
those limited by gluten, dairy, and other 
intolerances and food allergies.

At the heart of PlanIT Events LLC is a 
commitment to excellence and customer 
satisfaction. The company prides itself on 
building solid relationships with clients, 
understanding their needs, and exceeding 
their expectations. This dedication to service 
is evident in every aspect of their work, from 
the initial consultation to the final execution 
of the event and the frequent return business, 
five-star reviews, and referrals of their clients. 

In one such Facebook review, Chelsea 
Lopez sings their praises: “Karen and Evan are 
incredible and SO accommodating! They did 
a dessert table for my best friend’s wedding, 
and everything was absolutely perfect. Thanks 
for being a part of making her special day.”

Ferguson and Potter agree that their 
manifestation dream client would be Post 
Malone.

“I love him. He seems like a great person. 
That would be insane to do a very themed 
event for him,” says Potter.

Ferguson adds, “Doing something with him 
would be really cool.”

The mother-daughter team believes that 
they are not just another service provider 
but trusted partners in creating unforgettable 
memories. They ensure that every event 
reflects the client’s personality and style.

Ferguson says their success comes from 
“Being flexible and easy to work with and 
always aspiring to do the best. We have event 
shirts that say ‘Be a good human.’”

“The memories my mom created when I 
was young – to be able to create those for 
other people is really a dream come true, 
and that’s what we get to do every day,” says 
Potter. “I can’t think of anything better.”

Learn more about PlanIT Events LLC at 
https://www.planiteventsllc.com.

From Home Celebrations To Event Extravaganza: 
How A Mother-Daughter Duo 

Turned Passion Into PlanIT Events, LLC


