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DEBORAH BOSTOCK-KELLEY

hen  photographer ~ Swapna  Fabbiano
opened the doors to her new studio at
10330 N. Dale Mabry Highway in July, she

stepped into a dream she had carried for eight years.

1 know, | might cry,” she said, when asked what opening her first dedicated
studio meant to her. "lt's hard to put into words. This is a vision I've carried
for so long."

That vision is now one of Carrollwood's most inviting creative spaces.
More than a photography studio, it's a warm, light-filled sanctuary built
intentionally for women. It is a place where confidence is nurtured, beauty
is honored, and every detail of the experience is designed to make clients
feel fully seen.

A Sty Pooted tn Women.s Empoierment
Though men are always welcome, Fabbiano's work has long centered

around women celebrating their strength, their accomplishments, and the
quiet resilience that so often goes unnoticed.

"So much of what | do is about helping women feel good about
themselves and celebrating what they have built," she said.

She designed her studio to be a place where women can step out of
their daily roles as CEO, mom, caretaker, everything at once, and into a
moment that belongs entirely to them. "l want every client to leave feeling
more confident than when she walked in," Fabbiano said. "Whether she's
an entrepreneur building something of her own, a mother marking a
milestone, or a woman simply ready to feel like herself again, even if it's
just for an afternoon, | want her to feel taken care of and celebrated."

Tle teap Tt Clianged Evergtliing
For eight years, Fabbiano ran her photography business from a home
studio that doubled as a playroom and dining room, while balancing
motherhood, a corporate job, and a growing client list. She dreamed of
leaving that job to build her studio full time, but fear held her back, until
everything shifted in a single week.

"My last day at my corporate job was April 10th. | signed the lease
on my studio that same day. The next morning, | hired contractors, and
everything you see here today came together from there," she said.

She describes the timing as nothing short of fate.

"If I hadn't found this space that same week, | think fear would have
pulled me back to my old job. But finding it, and seeing the vision for what
it could be...that's what pushed me forward," she said. "It felt like finally
seeing a brighter path, after finally letting go of something that was never
quite right for me."

From Liedicine to Mothetlvod to Pliotograply
One of the most striking parts of Fabbiano's story is how far her path has
traveled. Photography wasn't the plan, medicine was.

"I went to school for biomedical sciences, then studied nutrition and
public health in grad school. | was accepted to medical school, and |
decided not to go," she said.

Looking back, she sees that decision as the first sign she was meant for
something else. Her creative side had always been there, quietly waiting.

"When our first child was born, | picked up a camera and started
photographing our neighbors, almost just for fun. That slowly turned into
purpose," she said. From there, she taught herself everything. Lighting,
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editing, business...one skill at a time.

"People think photography is just knowing how to use a camera, but it's
so much more than that," she said. "It's understanding light, composition,
how to make someone feel comfortable in front of a lens, and how to turn
all of that into something a family will treasure for generations."

A Fill=Zenire Epetience CpliRe
Fngtliing & lse tn Trmpa By

Fabbiano's studio is not a place where clients show up, pose, and
leave with hundreds of digital images. It's a complete, guided experience,
designed from the very first consultation to remove stress and let clients
simply enjoy being photographed, with every detail, down to the frame on
the wall, handled by Fabbiano herself.

It begins with a personal, in-home styling consultation. "One of the
biggest things people worry about is what to wear. When | come into
a client's home and we go through wardrobe together, that worry
disappears," she said.

She studies closets, colors, and textures, and curates outfits that
complement both the client and the vision for the session. "It gives her that
security before she even walks into the studio," she said.

Every session includes complimentary professional hair and makeup.
"All she has to do is wake up and come to the studio and get glammed
up," Fabbiano said.

During the session, Fabbiano works closely with each client by adjusting
posture, hands, and angles to bring out her most flattering self. "l can see
what's most flattering for each person, so I'm shifting you, adjusting you,
guiding your hands and your expression the whole time," she said. "My job
is to make sure you feel beautiful in every frame."

Custom Framing, butettit fﬁ@@m and Lustallation

This is where Fabbiano's studio becomes truly distinctive: she doesn't
hand clients a flash drive and send them on their way. At the ordering
appointment, clients select custom framed artwork designed specifically
for their home.

"| essentially work as an interior designer for this part of the process," she
said. "I look at a client's walls, their space, their style, and help them find
exactly where their images belong."

She recommends frame finishes, sizes, and gallery layouts tailored to
each home, builds room-placement mockups so clients can see the artwork
in place before it's ever printed, sends the order to her fine-art lab, and
personally installs the finished pieces herself.

"l love walking into a client's home for that final installation and seeing
their photographs become part of their everyday life," she said. "That's
the whole point, art you get to live with and enjoy every single day, not
something that disappears onto a hard drive."

Custom  Albums Tsudlt toTse Held Not tiolled Past
Fabbiano is equally passionate about tangible art.

"Digital images just sit on your phone. Having something you can
physically hold, page through, and pass down means so much more," she
said.

She designs custom newborn, maternity, family, first year albums and
branding magazines for entrepreneurs, each one built as a keepsake, not
a product. "Ten years from now, a family will have a shelf of these albums,
each one holding a whole season of their life," she said.

6 eAUGUST 2026

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

FLORIDA WOMEN MAGAZINE



= = g\ ;
T i :
iy '// ¥ X t—.:

Fn Experience fﬁ%W 12 Fomudlies
Fabbiano’s studio is intentionally family-friendly. She understands the
chaos of motherhood - she has three children herself.

"I recently had a newborn session with older siblings running around
the studio. | had snacks, drinks, and something playing for the kids so
Mom and Dad could relax and be present," she said. "Getting here
might take a little effort, but once you're in the studio, I've taken care of
everything else."

Yot Etiting Process: Prectston and Cale
Behind the scenes, that same care carries through to her editing process,
where she reviews hundreds of images from every session by hand. "There
might be five hundred images from a single session, and | go through
every one individually," she said, ensuring lighting, color, and posing are
refined to match the elevated, timeless look her clients expect.

‘ ) ) ., ‘
Yo Ufer Personal Joumey Tigpes Uer - At

Before photography, Fabbiano spent years in the world of fitness

competition, running a personal training business where physique was the

constant focus. "l was very much in a world where physique and beauty
were front and center," she said.

Motherhood reshaped both her body and her perspective, and that
honesty now informs how she photographs other women. "My body
has changed since having kids, and I've had to work through my own
relationship with that," she said. "But I've realized women carry so much,
no matter our size or stage of life. We're all navigating some version of
the same thing."

That understanding shapes every session she shoots. "l want every
woman who sits in front of my camera to feel beautiful and to truly
celebrate the season of life she's in," she said.

I"

Learn more about Swapna Fabbiano Photography
at swapnafabbiano.com.

-

Witat s Next: Fsranding and Execuitive Fertrarts
With her studio now open, Fabbiano is expanding her work with
entrepreneurs and executives through branding and headshot sessions.

“I have loved getting to know so many different women entrepreneurs!
Sitting down with them, learning their story, and helping them tell it through
their photographs," she said.

She's also developing custom branding magazines, giving business
owners a tangible, elevated way to showcase their work. "How special
would it be to have your own branding session turned into a beautifully
printed magazine?" she said.

Wit <lie Hppes Women 7//17%5 Fom Yer sy
Fabbiano's path here was long, and far from certain.

"I've faced plenty of challenges along the way, and I've doubted
myself more times than | can count," she said.

Her hope is that her story gives other women permission to begin
before they feel ready.

"l want people to see that this wasn't handed to me. It took eight years
of figuring out who | was and what | wanted to build," she said. "You
don't have to have it all figured out. You just need the confidence to keep
going."

Carrollwood has gained a space built intentionally for women, where
confidence is nurtured, beauty is honored, and everyday moments are
transformed into art.

A linen banner hangs in Fabbiano's studio, greeting every client who
walks through the door. It reads:

"You deserve this experience - to feel seen, to feel confident, to be
fully present in your own story, because moments like this deserve to be
remembered and transformed into art."

?W;mm fies studirase the embodiment of thnt message.
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